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Active Schools Evaluation 

Foreword 
 

 

sportscotland commissioned an independent evaluation of the Active Schools programme, 

which was carried out between April 2014 and July 2014. We would like to thank the Active 

Schools managers and coordinators, teachers, stakeholders and pupils who took part in the 

evaluation. We value their contribution.  

Introduction 

Active Schools is sportscotland’s flagship programme in school sport. We work in 

partnership with all 32 local authorities in Scotland to invest in and support the Active 

Schools Network of managers and coordinators who work with primary, secondary and 

additional support needs schools across Scotland.  

Throughout the past decade Active Schools managers and coordinators have recruited and 

supported a network of volunteers and coaches to deliver a wide range of opportunities for 

children and young people to participate in sport before, during lunchtime and after school.  

The Active Schools Network has established links between schools and local sport clubs  to 

create pathways to sustain children and young people’s involvement  in sport beyond the 

school environment.  

Purpose of the evaluation 

We contracted ODS Consulting to evaluate the Active Schools programme. The evaluation 

focused on gathering learning to help us and our partners develop the programme, as part of 

our commitment to continuous improvement. 

The evaluation sought the views of the Active Schools Network of managers and 

coordinators, school teachers and school pupils as well as wider stakeholders such as 

deliverers and coaches who are involved in the programme   

This Active Schools evaluation supplements the monitoring information which is gathered on 

an annual basis, providing a robust picture of how the programme is working across 

Scotland. 

Our response 

We welcome the evaluation’s findings that the Active Schools programme is achieving it’s 

core aim of introducing more and better opportunities for young people in sport, and the 

recommendations it makes. 



Active Schools Evaluation  Last saved on 30 October 2014 2 of 2  

 

Active Schools managers and coordinators are central to the success of Active Schools and 

we value the significant contribution the Network has made over the last 10 years. We also 

recognise and value the commitment of the school staff, coaches, leaders and volunteers 

delivering and supporting opportunities throughout the year and the time, skills and expertise 

they provide.   

We are committed to the next phase of Active Schools and recently announced a further 

four-year investment of up to £50 million into the Active Schools Network to continue to build 

on progress to date. Together with our partners, sportscotland will use this insight to further 

develop and strengthen the programme.   

 

 

 

 

Stewart Harris  

Chief Executive, sportscotland 


