
 

sportscotland  

 
Council Meeting 

 
Minutes of the Council Board Meeting held at Glenmore Lodge, Aviemore, Inverness-shire 
on Wednesday 19 June 2013 at 1.00pm 

Present 

Members 

Mrs L Martin CBE, Chair 
Mr D Cameron                 
Mr D Gass 
Prof G Jarvie 
Mr G Marchbank 
Mr R Stone 
Ms F Wood 
Mr M Young 
Mr D Sole OBE 
Mr G Walker 
Mr M Hay  

In Attendance  

Council Officers 

Mr S Harris, Chief Executive  
Mr S Ogg 
Mr M Roberts 
Mr W Whittingham 
Mr B Kinnaird 
Mr J Kent 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As part of a board and senior staff development session, prior to the board meeting the 
board discussed, reviewed and updated the content and format of the current corporate 
risk register.  It was agreed that the board would review this register annually and would 
focus on high risks, risks where the status has changed and any new risks added to the 
register.  Following consideration of the risk register the board and senior management 
team considered possible scenarios post 2014 as part of initial discussions regarding the 
new sportscotland corporate plan 2015/19. 
 

Business 

 
1  Apologies 

There were no apologies. 
 
 

2  Declarations of Interest  

No conflicts of interest were noted regarding the agenda.  
 
 

3  Minutes of Meeting held on 19 February 2013   

The Chair noted the proposed changes in the minutes of the previous meeting held 
on 17 April 2013. With these changes the minutes were accepted as an accurate 
record. 
 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 17 April 2013 were approved.  
 
 

4  Matters Arising  

No matters arising from the previous minutes. 

 

5  Chair’s Update – s (12) 29 

The Chair highlighted the recent Commonwealth Advisory Body on Sport (CABoS) 
she had attended where the issue of illegal betting and gambling had been 
discussed.  She would circulate the presentation from this event for information.  
The Chair announced that she had been appointed to the position of Chair at 
CABoS.   

  
 Members noted the Chair’s report and congratulated her on her appointment as 

the chair to CABoS. 
 
Update on Committee memberships 
The Chair explained that following the induction process Mrs Wood would be a 
member of the Ethics Committee and Mr Cameron and Mr Walker would join the 
Audit Committee.  These appointments were endorsed by the board. 

 The committee appointments were endorsed by the board. 
 

6  Executive Management Report – s (13) 02 

Mr Harris updated members on the areas of note within the Executive Management 
Report which highlighted key activities and actions undertaken by the Strategic 
Management Team which were not within any other substantive papers. 

 
Parliamentary debate on Youth Sport 



Mr Harris outlined the key points from the recent Parliamentary debate on youth 
sport indicating that the Minister had expressed a desire to review and rationalise 
the key national sport and physical activity policy documents even though these 
currently provided a useful frameworks clearly defining roles and responsibilities.  
He noted the positive comments made about sportscotland during the debate.   
 
It was noted that arrangements were being made to allow members of the Youth 
Sport Panel to attend future sportscotland Board meetings. 
 
National Performance Centre 
It was reported that all three short listed bids were progressing well. The final 
presentation would take place on 8 August 2013 and a decision will be made by 
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary, Nicola Sturgeon MSP based on 
advice from the Steering Group early in September.  The steering group included 
Stewart Harris and sportscotland provided all project management support through 
Mark Cowan and Steven Anderson.  It was noted that the sportscotland Board 
would have no influence on the decision. 
 
 School Estate 
The school estate research had shown that there was capacity in the system; 
however, there were accessibility issues in some areas.  The research had 
provided good information to help take forward actions regarding the programming 
and scheduling of facilities to increase capacity.  This would be taken forward by 
the regional networks.   
 

ABSL 
It was noted that ABSL had now signed its investment agreement although there 
were now significant issues facing British Boxing. 
 
Scottish Squash 
The governance issues affecting the SGB and the negative press coverage over 
the Commonwealth Games facilities were noted by the board.  
 
Regional meetings 
Mr Harris noted that the various regional meetings had provided useful and positive 
feedback from partners and had been valuable as a way of maintaining positive 
relationships with key partners. 
 
Club Sport and Outdoor and Adventure Sport  
The board would receive updates on these strategic priorities in August. 
  
 The board noted the Executive Management Report. 

 
 

7       Corporate Plan and Business Plan – Annual outturn: 2012/13  – s (13) 31 

The board welcomed the very positive annual outturn report, noting the extensive 
level of activity that had taken place over the past year.  It was suggested that the 
impact and value being achieved from this activity could be used to promote the 
wider contribution of sport.  Mr Young indicated that he felt recent research would 
help underpin the analysis.  It was also noted that it would be helpful to highlight the 
key achievements as well as lessons learnt.  

Mr Harris explained that the key priorities were success at the Commonwealth 
Games, Active Schools and Club development including Community Sports Hubs, 
and workforce development.   

 The board noted the report.  
 



Action: To further develop the business plan monitoring reports to focus on 
progress with the key priorities and lessons learnt and promote the evidence 
of the wider impact and value of sport.   
 
 
 

8  Scottish Badminton - s (13) 32 

Mr Roberts explained that Scottish Badminton was being brought back to the 
board for a second time as it was still considered high risk.  There had been some 
improvements, however club membership numbers were actually half the 
previously claimed total, there were concerns about the relationship of the SGB 
with the UK body and Commonwealth games Scotland, and there had been issues 
regarding coaching qualifications which had led to the request for a coaching plan.    

After discussion the board approved the recommended investment for a period of 
8 months. 

 The board approved the investment of £508,517 for Scottish Badminton for the 
period 1 July 2013 to 31 March 2014. 

 

9  Scottish Gymnastics – s (13) 33 

Mr Roberts updated the board regarding the progress being made by Scottish 
Gymnastics following its restructuring.  An interim CEO had been appointed and is 
focusing on establishing effective processes.  In terms of previous performance it 
was noted that some targets had been missed due to a lack of staff being in place, 
there was a lack of athletes transitioning to the UK programme and there was a 
recognised need to attract quality coaches to Scotland.   There were, however, 
strong medal prospects for the Commonwealth Games underpinned by athletes 
based in England and supported by the British system.  

After discussion the board approved the recommended investment for a period of 
9 months. 

 The board approved the investment of £555,375 for Scottish Gymnastics for 
 the period 1 June 2013 to 31 March 2014 

 
Action: It was noted that future investment papers should include all 
investments being made in a SGB. 
 
 

10  Winter Olympics and Paralympics Sochi 2014 – Update – s(13) 34  

Mr Whittingham updated the board on the progress being made towards the Sochi 
Winter Olympics.   He expected that Scotland would represent a significant 
percentage of Team GB.  Mr Hay noted that he expected that there would be a 
good representation of support staff from the sportscotland Institute of Sport on the 
team.   It was agreed that sportscotland should continue to raise the profile of the 
team behind the team. 

The Board noted the progress being made towards preparations for Sochi. 

 
11  Commonwealth Games Glasgow 2014 – Mission 2014 Update s (13) 35 

Mr Whittingham updated the board on Mission 2014 and the expectations for the 
Commonwealth Games.  He explained the background to the ‘High Road’ 
programme and the focus on ‘winning ways’ behaviours.  It was noted that the 
medal target for the Scottish team would be announced by CGS in May/June 2014. 

The board noted the positive progress being made in preparation for the 
Commonwealth Games. 



 
12       Information Papers 

The Chair invited board members to raise any points highlighted in the            
Information papers with the respective authors.   

The Health and Safety report was noted and further discussion focused on the 
issues affecting the main building at Inverclyde.  It was noted that the sportscotland 
board would make the final decision regarding any new investment at Inverclyde. 

  
13       Any Other Business 

Mr Kinnaird thanked the board for visiting Glenmore Lodge and welcomed any 
feedback on the Centre, noting that as part of the sportscotland family they were 
keen to play a full role in developing outdoor and adventure sport.    

Mr Kinnaird also updated the board on the fatal accident and progress with the 
internal inquiry, highlighting that there was a desire to learn any lessons coming 
from the incident. 

 
14  Date of Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting of the sportscotland board will be Wednesday 21 
August 2013 at Caledonia House, Edinburgh.  

 

The Chair closed the meeting and thanked all for attending. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


